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The period : “It was the best of times, it was
the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of
belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of light, it was the season of darkness, it
was the spring of hope, it was the winter of
despair, we had everything before us; we had
nothing before us”.
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Lyric - short and non-narrative poem
Ode : (long lyric poem)

Sonnet : (a long poem usually of 14 lines
with rhyming pairs)

Dramatic monologue : (speech of an

individual)
(Browning : My Last Duchess)

Elegy : (formal lament on death of
someone)

(Inmemoriam : Tennyson)
(Churchyard : Gray)
Epic: Large scale poem in length & topic.

Elevated style of Language (Milton’s
Paradise Lost)

Mock epic : makes use of epic conventions
and shows topic is of great importance (Pope :
Rape of the Lock)

A Ballad : is a song (originally orally) form
of folk poetry (4 line stanza)

(ABCD quatrain)
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Allegory - A symbolic narrative in which
the surface details imply a secondary meaning.

Blank Verse - un-rhyming a iambic
pentameter also called (heroic verse)

Poem : verse

Couplet : a pair of successive rhyming lines
usually of same length

Epigram : a witty and pithy saying
Epistle : A letter written to a close one

Free Verse : non metrical, non rhyming

lines, closely following natural speech.

Metaphor : A comparison that is made

without pointing out a similarity by using words
such as like, as, etc.

Simile : All similes are metaphors but all
metaphors are not similes. Similes are like as

Metaphor (my life is an open book).
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(1) Invocation to muses

(1i1)) Shepherds Mourning
(iii)
(iv)
(v) Consolation
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Nature’s description

Digression

Shakespeare : “The lunatics, the lovers and
the poets.......... ” A mid summer nights dream Act
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Poets are unacknowledged legislators of the
world. - P.B. Shelley

(A defense of poetry)

Poetry at bottom a criticism of life. -
Mathew Arnold.

Spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings.
- Wordsworth.

Immature poets imitate, mature poets steal.
-T.S. Eliot
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Milton was a genius, who could cut colossus
from a rock but could not carve heads upon a

cherry-stones. - Samuel Johnson

Poetry is the record of best and happiest
moments of happiest and best minds. - PB.
Shelley

Poetry is not a turning loose of emotion, but

an escape from emotion. - 7. Eliot
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Idiom is an expression and the words have
the meaning not literally but a hidden meaningi.e.
Break a leg. Writing a poem is discovering. -
Robert Frost.
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